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II. LLCD SUMMER SCHOOL 
(Lille, 3–5 September 2025) 

 

The 2nd annual Language and Languages at the Crossroads of Disciplines (LLcD) 

Meeting consisted of a Conference (1-3 September 2025) and a Summer School 

(3–5 September 2025) and took place in Lille.  

The University of Lille invited young researchers and learners to the Summer 

School to embark on an immersive exploration of language and the interface 

between linguistic theories and empirical methodologies. The Summer School 

aimed to offer the opportunity for in-depth reflection on fundamental aspects of 

linguistic research, namely the construction of solid theoretical frameworks and 

the selection of the most appropriate methodological approaches to guide 

research. The main aspects addressed during the Summer School were theoretical 

linguistics versus usage-based approaches, corpus linguistics, cognitive 

linguistics, multimodality in language acquisition, and experimental linguistics. 

The topics were introduced by four instructors: Bert Capelle, Gaëtanelle Gilquin, 

Fanny Meunier, and Steven Schoonjans. Each instructor led three 90-minute 

sessions that blended theory and practice.  

The first speaker was Bert Capelle from the University of Lille, who focused 

on beliefs, doubts, and deeds in connection with Construction Grammar (CxG). 

In his presentation, he discussed the significance of set phrases (fixed expressions 

and constructions) and how they combine grammar and vocabulary. He also 

highlighted that these fixed expressions lie on a continuum ranging from idioms 

to ‘open’ grammatical constructions, varying in size/complexity and schematicity. 

In his second speech, he also reacted to criticism concerning construction 

grammarians. As he emphasized, they are often accused of solely collecting, even 

chasing new constructions, and searching through corpus data in the hope of some 

savoury examples, but their work is not simply about collecting but connecting 

constructions. Finally, he reflected on the future of Construction Grammar, its 

importance regarding language learning and teaching, and how prosody can 

change the meaning and function of constructions. 

The second instructor, Gaëtanelle Gilquin, first explained the basics of corpus 

linguistics, discussing its origins and history, possible definitions, different types 

of corpora and their functions and features, and concluded by responding to 

criticisms of corpus linguistics. In her second session, she explained how to work 

with corpora, focusing on practical issues and possible challenges, and introduced 

students to well-known corpus tools, devoting some more time to Sketch Engine. 

While working with Sketch Engine, participants had the opportunity to experience 

firsthand the work of a corpus linguist. In her third session, she also shared some 

practical ideas for EFL/ESL teachers about incorporating corpora into the foreign 

language classroom. She explained how corpora offer a valuable opportunity to 

provide students with authentic input and to help teachers create tests and 

worksheets. In her three sessions, Guilquin not only provided sufficient 
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theoretical background and gave insight into the current state of corpus linguistics 

but also gave a useful guide to using corpus tools and applying corpora in the 

school context. 

The third instructor, Fanny Meunier, talked about theories and data from 

experimental approaches (EEG, fMRI), focusing mainly on morphology and the 

lexicon. She described research methods in more detail. By presenting several 

research examples and results, and analysing them, she ensured participants had 

the right idea about methodology and could interpret the results of such 

experimental approaches. 

The fourth speaker, Steven Schoonjans, who replaced Cynthia Müller, had his 

sessions online. In his workshops, he focused on linguistic approaches to gestures 

and gesture analysis. He explained that gestures are part of language and 

contribute to its multimodality. By showing several pictures and videos, he also 

made his speech multimodal and easy to grasp and illustrated various gestures 

with images and videos. In one of his sessions, he also highlighted the differences 

between gestures in general and sign-language gestures. As one of the participants 

was deaf and communicated and followed the presentation using sign language, 

this aspect was particularly relevant, and it was also interesting to hear his 

perspective on the topic. 

The Summer School ended with a session highlighting the key aspects and 

issues from past workshops. For example, the importance of Corpus Linguistics, 

the relationship between form and meaning, and their connection to the mental 

lexicon were highlighted. It was also emphasized how gestuality is a part and 

parcel of language behaviour. In the end, participants could also ask questions, 

make comments, and share their research ideas and results with the instructors, so 

the Summer School could wrap up with some lively conversation, leaving 

participants inspired and ready to research.  

Overall, the Summer School provided valuable insights into the above-

mentioned topics, offered interesting dialogues, and a space for young researchers 

from all over the world to connect and improve together. 
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